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Text H: New York Times article on the Fallout of the Coup, 
Aug. 23, 1953 

The text below is a U.S. newspaper’s contemporary analysis of the 1953 coup. 

What Next? 

Because of Iran’s role in international politics, the change in regime 

last week is likely to have far-reaching repercussions. Immediately, of course, 

it is still a question how long the Zahedi regime can hold power. But with the 

army behind him and Dr. Mossadegh in custody, General Zahedi seems to be 

in a strong position. 

Whether his Government will move toward an early oil settlement 

with Britain is uncertain. Thursday in a broadcast to Iran’s foreign diplomatic 

missions, the new Premier said the Mossadegh regime had offended friendly 

foreign nations, and promised to “compensate for the past.” Even before that, 

Anglo-Iranian stocks rose sharply on the London market. But General Zahedi 

and many of his supporters supported Dr. Mossadegh’s oil nationalization. 

Thus the prospect is that negotiations, if any, will be difficult. 

Nevertheless in the general cold war picture, the turn of events in Iran 

shapes up as a setback for Russia and an opportunity for the West. That state 

of affairs was mirrored last week in the varying reactions of the Communist 

and free worlds. 

The Russians were plainly chagrined. For weeks the Soviet press has 

been giving major attention to “good-neighborliness” between Russia and 

Iran. Dr. Mossadegh has been painted as a model statesman. His downfall 

brought immediate charges of subversive activities by U.S. agents on behalf 

of the Shah. A front-page article in Pravda [a leading Soviet newspaper] said: 

“The weapon of subversive activity was directed against Iran which did not 

wish to become the submissive slave of the American monopolies.” 

Western officials withheld public comment—and action—pending a 

clarification of the sudden developments. But privately they were elated. The 

change, they pointed out, brought to power in Iran an openly anti-

Communist Government free of obligations to Tudeh. They said the new 

regime, beginning with a clean diplomatic slate, could turn again to the West 

and reverse Dr. Mossadegh’s drift into the Russian embrace. Their general 

feeling was that the change provided the West with a new chance to build 

friendship with Iran. 
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