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History	
  Talking	
  Stems	
  

Listening	
  and	
  responding	
  to	
  one	
  
another	
  
o [My	
  partner	
  or	
  group]	
  pointed

out	
  that…
o We	
  decided/agreed	
  that…
o We	
  had	
  a	
  different	
  approach…
o Like	
  	
  ______	
  said,	
  I	
  also	
  think…
o I	
  agree	
  with	
  ______’s	
  idea	
  that…
o Maybe	
  we	
  could…
o What	
  if	
  we…
o Here’s	
  something	
  we	
  could	
  try…
o What	
  do	
  you	
  think?	
  Do	
  you	
  agree?
o We	
  haven’t	
  heard	
  from	
  ______	
  yet.
o If	
  I	
  could	
  finish	
  my	
  thought…
o What	
  I	
  was	
  trying	
  to	
  say	
  was…

Generating	
  claims	
  and	
  using	
  evidence	
  
to	
  support	
  them	
  
o I	
  think	
  …	
  because	
  …	
  so…
o ______	
  may	
  be	
  because	
  of…
o This	
  led	
  to…
o Initially	
  …	
  then…
o The	
  question/problem	
  is…
o A	
  solution	
  could	
  be	
  …	
  because…
o I	
  think	
  …	
  because	
  of	
  this evidence…
o The	
  evidence	
  tells	
  us	
  that…
o Where	
  did	
  you	
  find	
  information 

that	
  supports	
  ______?
o I	
  wanted	
  to	
  ask	
  about	
  this	
  part	
  of 

your	
  argument.	
  Why…?	
  

Expressing	
  your	
  opinion	
  
o My	
  idea	
  is	
  similar	
  to	
  ______’s	
  idea

that…
o I	
  agree	
  with	
  ______	
  that…
o I	
  hadn’t	
  thought	
  of	
  that…
o I	
  see	
  what	
  you	
  mean…
o I	
  disagree	
  with	
  ______’s	
  idea

because…
o Our	
  group	
  sees	
  it	
  differently…
o I	
  heard	
  ______	
  say	
  …	
  but	
  I	
  think…

Clarifying,	
  questioning,	
  and	
  extending	
  
ideas	
  
o I	
  wonder	
  if…
o Something	
  I	
  wonder	
  about	
  is…
o Why	
  does…?
o I	
  don’t	
  understand	
  why…
o ______	
  is	
  different	
  from…
o ______	
  is	
  in	
  contrast	
  to…
o ______ is	
  just	
  like…
o What	
  do	
  you	
  mean?
o Will	
  you	
  explain	
  that	
  again?
o So	
  you	
  are	
  saying…
o What	
  I	
  hear	
  you	
  saying	
  is…
o How	
  did	
  you	
  know	
  that?	
  Where 

did	
  you	
  find	
  that?
o What	
  made	
  you	
  think	
  that?
o I	
  guess/predict/imagine	
  that…
o Based	
  on	
  that,	
  I	
  infer…
o My	
  interpretation	
  is	
  …	
  because…	
  




