
Example t-chart student #1:  
 
What happened when the Spaniards made contact with the Native Americans? 
 

Contact 

Coexistence Conflict 

● peaceful 
● unity 
● harmony 
● mutual respect 

 
● (Las Casas) Spaniards should attempt 

to live peacefully and treat them 
humanely 

○ “Indians are our brothers” 
○ “Why do we persecute” 

 
● Bailey mentions the mestizos, which 

are a new race of people of Native 
Indian and Spanish blood, implying 
that some Spanish and Indians got 
along quite well 

● Bailey also mentions the Black 
Legend at the end of the chapter, 
which he says is partly accurate, 
though not entirely, mentioning how 
the Spaniards brought good things 
such as law systems, architecture, 
language, civilization, and Christianity 

● fight 
● war 
● problems 
● violent 
● Spanish took control of land and 

native people by force leading to the 
cruel and unusual treatment of natives 

○ “hands cut off and bled to 
death” 

 
● Las Casas tried to encourage other 

European nations to colonize in the 
New World because of the Spaniards 
cruel treatment (and because he was 
commissioned by the English Queen) 

 
● Bailey talks about the extermination of 

the Aztecs by Cortes and the Spanish 

 
 
 
  



 

Example t-chart student #2: 

What happened when the Spaniards made contact with the Native Americans? 
 
 

Coexistence Conflict 

-peace 
-unity 
-harmony 
-mutual respect 

 
(Las Casas) Spaniards should attempt to live 
peacefully with the Indians and to treat them 
humanely 
“the Indians are our brothers” 
“Why do we persecute them… when they do 
not deserve such treatment” 
 

-fight 
-war 
-problems 
-violent 

 
(Zinn) Spanish took control of the land and 
people by force and cruelly treated the 
natives 
 “I took some of the natives by force…” p.4 
“took more Indian prisoners” p.5 
“got into a fight” p.5 
“run through with swords and bled to death” 
p.5 
“slaves and gold” p. 6 
“as slaves for sex and labor” p. 6 
“hanged them or burned them to death” p. 6 
(Las Casas) accounts on the brutality and 
mercilessly treatment that the Spaniards did 
upon the Native Americans in The 
Destruction of the Indies 
“They penetrated into the country and spared 
neither children nor the ages, nor pregant 
women, nor those in child labour…” 
“...assaulting so many lambs…” 
“Why, then, do we persecute them with such 
inhuman savagery..” 

 
 
 
  



Example t-chart student #3: 

Coexistence Conflict 

Las Casas wanted peace as well. 
● “Indians are our brothers. Why, then, 

do we persecute them with inhuman 
savagery when they do not deserve 
such treatment. 

 
Bailey  
 

Zinn argues contact between the Spaniards 
and Indians was very violent. The Spaniards 
were cruel and inhumane. 

● “hands cut off and bled to death” 
 
Las Casas informs how savagely the 
Spaniards, which are Catholics, slaughtered 
and completely dominated the Indians.  

● “ They penetrated into the country and 
spared neither children nor the aged, 
nor pregnant women, nor those in 
child labour, all of whom they ran 
through the body and lacerated.” 

 
 
  



Example t-chart student #4: 

 
Contact between Indians and the spanish 

Coexistence Conflict 

● Side by side 
● mutual respect 
● cooperation 

● subordination 
● division 
● violence 

(Las Casas) wants peace “Indians are 
our brothers” 
 
(Bailey) He is saying 

(Zinn) Spanish took control of land 
and native people by force leading to 
the cruel and unusual treatment of 
natives. 
(Las Casas) Spanish treatment of 
native Americans was brutal. 
Especially toward the laborers 
working under the encomienda 
system.  

 
 

 
 
  



Example t-chart student #5: 
What happened when the Spaniards made contact with the Native Americans? 
 
 

Coexistence Conflict 

Peaceful FIght 

Unity War 

Harmony Problems 

Mutual respect Violent 

(Las Casas) Spaniards should attempt to live 
peacefully with Indians & treat them 
humanely  

● “Indians are our brothers…” 
● “Why do we persecute…” 

(Zinn) Spanish took control of land and native 
people by force leading to the cruel and 
unusual treatment of natives 

● “hands cut off & bled to death” 

 (Las Casas) Spanish treatment of Native 
Americans was brutal, especially the natives 
working under the encomienda system 

● “They penetrated into the country and 
spared neither children or the aged…” 

● “...began to slaughter…”  

(Bailey) The mestizos were a mixed race of 
Indians and Spaniards 

(Bailey) Argues that the Spanish and Native 
Americans battled continuously  

 
 


