Name:

SLIP OR TRIP

After an argument with her husband, Rachel Muir, a bright and outgoing woman, went to
party at a friend’s house. She left John at home with the simple instructions to not wait up for her.

She left the party shortly before one in the morning and invited a few friends to follow
her home and have one more drink. They got to the Muir’s house about ten minutes after Rachel,
who met them at the door and said, “Something terrible happened. John slipped and fell on the
stairs. He was coming down for another drink and I think he's dead. Oh, my God--what shall I
do?”

The autopsy concluded that John died from a wound on the head and confirmed the fact

that he'd been drunk.

You, as a detective, must determine whether John’s fall was an accident or murder.

Adapted from Hillocks, Jr., G. (2011). Teaching argument writing, pp. 16-17. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.



